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representative of such person, being deceised,
and the discharge of such person has been lost,
it shall be competent for theaceormting-ofiicers
to receive, in-lieh of the actual pfoduction of
such discharge, proof of the actual loss of the
=arne, and secondary proof of its issune and con-
tents, together with proof of the identity of the
claimant or person decensed, under such rules de-
fining the character and form of the evidence as
the Becretary of the Treasury shall prescribe;
and no adjustment or payment of any clam: ot
any non-commissioned officer, musician. ajtificer,
wagoner, or private soldier, gailor, or matine. or |
his proper representative, under the provisions
of this act, shall be nmrade, unless the application
be filed within five years from the passage of the
same.

This bill is now before the Committes on Mil-
itary Affairs of the Senate and the Committee
of Military Affairs of the House.

Lk

~~~  THE DELAY IN PENSION MATTERS.

[n the army appropriation bill, to pass which
the extra session was called, is8 a clanse which
was intended, in good faith no doubt, to hasten
the examination of pension eases, but which will
Il!'f)\'(’, ‘?ﬁ%engianqspmlg-sq Il‘*?ﬂd ()ri I‘P[DIU'
priating money for an incréase of the clerica
force in the, Surgeon, Geperslis, Office. as they
should have dome, Congress merely provided
that surplus clerks in the other departments
should be detailed to do work in the Surgeon
(General’s Office. No one ever heard of there
being a smrplus elerk in -any department of the
Government, and Congress might as well have
done nothing. z

As i8 well known all pension cases are sent
from the Pension Office to the Surgeon Gene-
ral's Office for'an examination of thie hospital
reeords. The force of clerks in . the latter office
is and has been for many years inadequate to the

§

requirements, 56 that ‘fhey are now about twenty
thousand cases behind the Peusion Office,
The following is a sample of the answers that
are made to inquiries as to the status of cases in
- 5 W i s gl Ta f b :
the Pension Office:
“(No. 53.)
"':S{'J‘. 2- I“Md Dl"ﬂl'.l‘l‘oll. !Jn b‘- P- v
“ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
- YPENSION OFFICE,
" oy U WasHINGTON, D) C,, Nevember 9, 1877,
“Str: In reply to your ingniry relative to the original
pension clabm, No. 200375, of Perry Guthrie; you' are
informed that it awaits a report from the Surgeon Gen-
aral, U. 8, A., who was ealled npon for the same October
31, 1877. _ :
*Owing to the lack of d¢lerical foree * 1 that office a re-
port will not, in its regular order, he received before Jan-
nary 1, 1879, when the farther requirements in said case,
if any, will be stated.. . ., . . _
“Vary respectfully.
Moot 0 SJ. AL BENTLRY,

] “Commissioner,
“GrorGe E. LEMON, Bsq., City." . B .

Congressmen do not stop to consider the great
want and deprivation that is caused by this delay
in obtaining pensions. Inmany cases,—more than
iz generally supposed,—pensioners are dependent,
almost entirely, for support upon the meager sum
they receive from the Government; many
widows and orphans of soldiers who died in de-
fense of their country are in great want and des-
titution, and cases have been reported where
families have been turned into the streets becanse
of the delay in the payment of the pension on
which they depended for their rent.  Children are
growing up neglected, to become criminals and
onteasts, in cases where, had the means been pro-
vided which they were entitled to, they might
have become worthy membenrs of society. Some
cases havé been reported where sdldiers’ widows
have died in extreme need while waiting for the
payment of their pensions which were delaved
in the Suregon General’s Offive
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ment.

| His Pathetic Speech on Yielding His Arms to General
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W are permitted 16 publish The following pit-
iful extract from a letter, which illustrates this

CARe

“Drar SBir: Yours of the 11th came to hand
in due time. I haveto inform you that Hannah
8. Dane is dead. She died Thursday, August 9,
gix days before the date of the certificate sent b
the Comuissioner of Pensions to said Ilanna
8. Dane to notify her that lier claim for a pen-
gion was allowed. She was so poor she had to
stop keeping house four months ago. Had Mrs,
Dane got her pension six months ago, she would
be alive now.”

Six days after Hannah Dane died,—the poor old
mother of a brave soldier who died for his coun-
try,—the Government announced that it owed her |
five hundred dollars.  Thig is not an exceptional
cage, Tt 18 one of many. The expeuditure of a
few thousand 'dollars in paying the salaries of
additional clerks would save the repetition of
many cases like this,

THE AMOUNTS DUE YOU

1t will be mteresting for soldiers to calculate
the amount of money that will be coming to
them should the bill to equalize bounties be
pussed, as wé are encouraged to believe it will,

Multiply the number of months you were in
the service by eight and one third dollars, and
siubtract the amount of bou nty you reecived from
the United Statés. The remainder will show the
amount of bounty you will be entitled to under
this bill, ’

All soldiers who served three months will re-
ceive twenty-five dollars.

All soldiers who served nine months will re-
ceive seventy-five dollars,

All soldiers who enlisted prior to July 4, 1864,
and served one year, will receive one hundred
dollars,

All enlisted men who received discharges to
accept promotion will receive ecight and one third
dollars per month, for each month’s service as
enlisted men, deducting only the amount' of
bounty received from the United States Govern-
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JOSEPH'S SUBMISSION.

Miles.
A correspondent of the Chicago Infer-Ocean, writing
from St. Paul, says:

I suppose that the story of Joseph's surrender has
grown monotonous to most persons; still, I cannot refrain
from giving Joseph’s reply to the demand for surrender
made by General Miles. Jeseph, when he surrendered,
stepped up to General Howard, who was standing by the
side of General Miles, and handed bim his gun. Howard
shook his head, and said : ** No, Joseph ; although I have
followed you for nearly three thousand miles, I eannot
take the glory from him who deserves it. There is the
man to whom you must surrender,” pointing to General
Miles. Joseph, turning to Miles with a sad smile, handed
him his gun, and, through an interpreter, said : * Tell
General Howard I know his beart. What he told me be-
fore I bhave in my heart. [am tired of fighting. Our
chiefs are killed. Looking-Glass is dead. To-hool-hool-
Shuta is dead. Theold men are all dead. It is the young
men who say yes or no. He who led the young men is
dead. It is eold, and we have no blankets. The little
children are freezing to death. My people, most of them,
have run away to the hills, and have no blankets, no food.
No one knows where they are—may be freezing to death,
I want time to look for my children, to see how many of
them I can tind. May be I shall find them among the
dead,

** Hear me, my chief! 1 am urea, My heart is sk
and sad. From where the sun now stands, T will fight
no more forever.' '

————

** When I die," said a married man to his better-half,
**1 want to go where there are no stoves to put vp; *' and
she cheerfully replied she presumed he would.— Herald
aud Preshyter,
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL HISTORY OF THE WAR.

We publish in this number the bill lately in-
troduced by Mr. Conger, of Michigan, at the re-
quest of Mr. Lynde, of Wisconsin, for th: print-
ing and distribution of the Medical and Surgica!
History of the War. All persons interested in
this distribution, as proposed by the bill, will, of
course, communicate with their Senators and
Representatives on the subject.

The bill has been referred to the Conunittee
on Printing, which is a joint committee, and con-
sists of — -

Senators :

H. B. Anthony, of Rhode Island.
A. A. Sargent, of California.
W. P. Whyte, of Maryland.

Representatives.

Otho R. Singleton, of Mississippi.
Anthony Eickhoff, of New York.
L. W. Ballou, of Rhode Isiand,

We hope for the passage of this hill--a proper
recognition of the services of the medical staff.

A BILL for the publication and distribution of o newgsli-
tion of the Medical and Surgical History of the Wur.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representalives
of the United States of America in Congress aszsembled, That
there shinll be printed and bound, in the same style as the
volumes heretofore published, an edition not to exeeed tew
thougand cqtt‘tel,e sets of the Medical aud Burzigul is-
tory of the War, under the supervision of the Surgeon
General, United States Army; that such books, when
Ruhlished. shall be distributed as follows: twenty-five

undred complete sets for the use of the House of Repre-
sentatives; n hundred compléte séts for thelnse of
l;heil Ben?te (;-i ges e L;JIO tg distrlbated, wl !onl: harge,
under the ctions g Surgeon General of the Army,
in the followlng mannér: one complete get to every sir-
viving member of the medical staff of the volunteer forees,
including regimental surgeons and assistant surgeonsg
one complete set to each surgeon and assistant surgeon
in the regular army, and to all members of the medical
staff of said regulararmy who have not already been sup-
plied with the same: and one complete set to every ex-
amining surgeon in pension cases; sach distribution to he
made apon written applications, accompanied by proof of
service and identity, within two vears from the dale of the
passage of this act, nnder such regulations as the Snrgeon
General may preseribe, to insure the proper fulfillment
of the purposes of this law, Any copics remaining of said
edition hereby authorized, after distributing the same as
hereinbefore required, shall be offered for sale (o any
practicing phdysician or surgeon at the cost price for paper,
ting, and binding not to exeeced. however, iwo dol-

s per volume,
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Mrs. President Grant's Benevolence.

Of Mrs, ex-President Grant, this story of unostentatious
benevolence is told : ** George 8. Joice, of Unadila, served
faithfully through the war of the rebellion, and early in
President Grant’s first term was appointed'a doorkeeper
at the Capitol or Executive Mansion. He remained there
until some three and a half years ago, then sickened aud
returned to Unadilla, to linger through balanee f life
with consumption. He lived some twelve ov fi/ cteen
months and died. While in Washington lie attracted the
favorable attention of Mrs. Grant. His father’s family
were in very limited financial cirenmstances, and George
was worth nothing but an irreproachable character and
good name. Mrs. Graot, in some way, knew of these
conditions, and during the entire time that Mr. Joiee was
lying sick in Unadilla, she sent him each mouth s cheek
for 2100 until he died. There was never any blonster over
the matter, and few people in Unadilla know of i to<lay™
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A Remarkable Temperan'ce Pledge.

Probable the most remarkable temperauce pledoe on
record was that made by u Salt Lake Clty man, who pub-
lished the following eard in the Herald nowspaper of that
city s

To TRE PUBLIC: Belng lately wade awie of the fact
that T behaved very radely (while intoxicated? i the pres-
ence of & number of ladies and gentlemen, 1 feel Hhut &
publie apology from me is duc. Realizing thar society
justly claims better conduct, 1 have conclided to abstain
from the use of liguors, and will reward handsowmcly any
person who sees me drink again, if I am so thoughtless as
to do so. [ will say to those who asve eapable of proniting
by the expericnce of another, that drinking ~thinnlanls i3
a *losing game ™' in every particular. M. GRrAAM,

..

There are queer nooks and corners left in ol England,
A visitor to & country parson tells how, wheit he accoms-
panied him lately to tuke the duty i a vemote parish, the
soxton said: *Perhaps vour reverence won't mind
preacfing trom the chaneel, for we've got a duck u sivin®
in the pulplt.




